Verrucous carcinoma, a clearly defined variant of squamous cell carcinoma, was first described as an entity in 1948 by Ackerman.' It has most frequently been reported in the oral cavity,`A the larynx,25 skin;67 but sometimes arises also in the anogenital area. 29 Anal verrucous carcinoma is an extremely rare lesion; so far only 10 cases have been reported in the English literature."1'4 The unique and rather characteristic clinical course of the verrucous carcinoma and its distinct gross and microscopic features have been extensively described by a number of authors.''-4 Generally, this tumour has an exophytic warty appearance; it tends to grow slowly and appears microscopically as an extremely welldifferentiated squamous cell carcinoma which is locally invasive but nonmetastasing.'9 The aetiology of verrucous carcinoma is not established for sure. Because of the morphological similarities to the condylomatous lesions known to occur frequently in the anal region,'5 it has been suggested that verrucous begun to grow and to cause pain. The tumour did not interfere with the patient's defecation, and there was no dysuria. So far, no data on patient's eventual homosexual behaviour or results of HIV test are available.
On gross examination, there was an exophytic mass involving the perianal skin, measuring 2 x 3 cm. The tumour was gray-white, rough surfaced and warty in appearance. Redical excision of the tumour was carried out, and the material was submitted for histopathological examination.
Histological sections were stained with haematoxylin and eosin. Microscopic examination revealed the morphological features consistent with a verrucous carcinoma. The tumour was composed of papillary fronds of well-differentiated squamous epithelium with extensive hyperkeratosis and parakeratosis (or superficial dyskeratosis) (fig 1) . The epithelium was hyperplastic and penetrated into the underlying tissues in broad bulbous downgrowths, that is, was pushing rather than infiltrating. In situ hybridisation on paraffin-embedded sections using`S-labelled HPV DNA probes was performed as detailed previously.21 22 
